CHAPTER   XIY.
ELEMENTS  OF HOPE.
THE picture which I have endeavoured to paint in the foregoing pages is dark enough to strike despair into the hearts of the most sanguine. And if there were indeed no way of escape for these victims of sin and misfortune, we might well prefer to draw a veil over the sad scene, and to bury in the ocean of forgetfulness, the very recollection of this earthly purgatory.
But there are elements of hope in the consideration of this problem, which should prevent us from regarding it despair.
1.    In the first place, supposing that we are correct in computing this human   wastage at from twenty-five   to twenty-six million souls, this would represent only some five million families.   It is true that looked at even in this light the number is vast.   But surely it is not impossible for India to make sufficient and suitable provision for them within her own borders, to s&y nothing of the u regions beyond " if reasonable thought and effort were put forth in dealing with the problem,
2.    Again, as regards the numbers, it will be found easier
to deal with these great national problems in bulk than
*
piecemeal, and their very size will give them an  impetus